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PM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3507 
INEO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA IMMEDIATE 
USCINCSO IMMEDIATE 

CONPIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 0937 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PGOV, ES 

SUBJECT: SAN SALVADOR REMAINS INTRANQUIL IN WAKE OP GOVERNMENT 
CLEARANCE OP PLAZA 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 0907 

1. THE CAPITAL REMAINS A CITY CONVULSED BY EVENTS SURROUNDING 
THE GOVERNMENT'S INTERVENTION INTO THE PLAZA LA LIBERT AD 
IN THE WEE HOURS OF FEBRUARY 27-28 TO DISLODGE BY PORCE THE 
OPPOSITION SEIGE (REPTEL). THE SPORADIC PIRING REPORTED IN 
REFTEL AT 0900 CONTINUED THROUGHOUT THE MORNING. THE CENTER 
OP THE CITY BECAME A ZONE WHERE MANY EMPLOYEES OF COMMERCIAL 
ENTERPRISES WERE TRAPPED IN THE PREMISES BY PEAR OP WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING OUTSIDE, AND WHERE PEW FROM THE RELATIVELY UNTOUCHED 
RESIDENTIAL SUBURBS VENTURED UNLESS POR THE STRONGEST OF 
REASONS. SEVERAL VEHICLES HAVE BEEN OVERTURNED AND SET ABLAZE. 

THE OPFICES OP LA PRENSA GRAPICA WERE BADLY VANDALIZED IN THE 
APTERNOON BY A MOB OF SOME 500 ANGRY DEMONSTRATORS. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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2. AN EMBASSY OFPICER VISITED THE CENTRAL RECEIVING 
HOSPITAL AND WAS TOLD THAT THE UNOPFICIAL TALLY AT NOON 
PEBRUARY 28 WAS EIGHT DEAD AND THIRTY-NINE WOUNDED (OP WHOM 
POUR NOT EXPECTED TO LIVE). A LARGE CROWD REPORTED TO HAVE 
GATHERED IN THE PLAZA AGAIN, AT TIMES CHANTING "CLARAMOUNT, 
CLARAMOUNT ". IT IS DOUBTPUL THAT THE CORONEL WILL SOON HERD 
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THIS CRY, SINCE THE AFTERNOON RADIO CARRIED THE STORY THAT CLARA- 
OUNT LEET THE COUNTRY FOR ' VOLUNTARY EXILE " IN COSTA RICA. 

THE NEWS ITEM CLAIMS THAT CLARAMOUNT WAS GIVEN THREE OPTIONS 
BY THE GOES - HOUSE ARREST, CONFIRNEMENT TO MILITARY QUARTERS, 

OR EXILE. HE CHOSE THE LATTER, AND LEFT AFTER SIGNING DISCLAIM- 
ER OF BEING MISTREATED. 

3. THE UNO VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, ANTONIO MORALES 
EHRLICH, REMAINS UNACCOUNTED FOR AS OF 1600 HOURS. SEVERAL 
EMBASSIES REPORTEDLY HAVE RECEIVED ASYLEES, COSTA RICA AND 
MEXICO BEING THE MOST FREQUENTLY MENTIONED. 

4. ALTHOUGH IT IS FAR TOO EARLY TO OFFER PREDICTIONS OF 
WHERE THIS SERIES OF INCIDENTS MIGHT LEAD, SPECULATION HAS 
BEGUN TO CIRCULATE OF A VARIETY OF SCENARIOS LEADING TO AN 
EVENTUAL BRUSQUE CHANGE IN REGIME. ALL SUCH TALK IS PREMATURE, 
WHATEVER ITS SOURCE. ANOTHER SERIES OF RUMORS REVOLVES 
AROUND THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS ABOUT TO ANNOUNCE 
MARTIAL LAW IN AN EFFORT TO REGAIN TOTAL CONTROL OF THE STREETS. 
THIS PREDICTION ALSO APPEARS PREMATURE, ALTHOUGH SUCH AN ACT 
WOULD MAKE SENSE FROM A GOES PERSPECTIVE AND COULD EASILY 
OCCUR IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

LOZANO 
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